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SAFEGUARDING MATTERS
July 2025
Ensuring cricket in Cambridgeshire is a 
welcoming, safe, inclusive and enjoyable sport for young and old.

IT’S BEEN A HOT ONE!!
So far this season we have been blessed with some fantastic weather, although those of you out there that have had to field first in this heat might not feel so blessed!!  The good weather has meant a lot of cricket has been played and the positive news out of that is that there have been no major safeguarding issues to report.

As always I have tried to keep the newsletter concise and to the point with some useful messaging and reminders.  The webinars last month were a success and it was pleasing to get engagement from a good number of CSOs on those who have hopefully taken a little bit of learning from them.  There will be more of these to come so keep an eye on comms in due course.  A positive from those is the creation of our CSO Whats App group which I talk about more below, hopefully more of you will be encouraged to join.

If there is any content you would like to see in these newsletters then please let me know at the safeguarding email address.

Please take the time to read, digest and then share the relevant messages
with your committees and members.



This edition:
· June Webinars
· CSO Whats App group
· LLC reporting- some local examples
· Net safety/supervision
· Concussion in recreational cricket guidelines
· Club visits-Recreational Club Safeguarding Self Assessment
· Inclusion in recreational cricket


JUNE WEBINARS
If you are a CSO reading this then hopefully you will have been aware that I ran a couple of webinars in June looking at the new Recreational club safeguarding self-assessment form and Low Level Concerns.  We had 17 CSOs log in across the two sessions and as well as the aforementioned presentations there was also some constructive Q&As.  For those of you that missed it but would still like to keep up with what was presented and discussed please find below a link to a recording of the second session.  The video lasts about 80 minutes in total.

[image: ]Club Safeguarding Officer Webinar-20250612_191055-Meeting Recording.mp4

I intend to hold another couple of webinars before the end of the season so please keep your eyes out for further comms on that.

CSO WHATS APP GROUP
One positive that came out of the CSO webinars was how useful it was just speaking/networking with other CSO volunteers to talk about your roles, the challenges you face and to learn from each other, usually this only happens at a Safe Hands workshop which you only attend every three years.  To try and build on that and create a supportive network amongst you all I have set up a Whats App group for CSOs to allow you all to network, share ideas, ask questions and support and learn from each other.

We currently have 15 CSOs in the group plus myself and colleague Neil Liversedge to help with any questions.  You will still have the Safeguarding email address and the Safeguarding mobile to call for specific queries but I see this group as one for any general points, good ideas, questions etc that would benefit you all from sharing and it will also help you feel you aren’t alone out there as a CSO.  There is a similar group set up for groundskeepers across Cambs and it has proven to be a real success for sharing learning and good practice.

Obviously this is optional for each of you but if you would like to be included in this new group please email me at safeguarding@cambscricket.org.uk with your name, club and mobile number and I will add you.

CLUB VISITS-RECREATIONAL CLUB SAFEGUARDING SELF ASSESSMENT
I have carried out a couple of really positive club visits over recent weeks at committee meetings and a junior training evening (plus an online meeting with a CSO).  We have used the new Recreational Club Safeguarding Self assessment form as a basis for those meetings and have found it to be a really useful document for a club wanting to assess where they are in terms of their safeguarding responsibilities.

It is a straightforward form in the format of a simple checklist that you can tailor to your own club and identify any risk areas and then if necessary action plan to mitigate them.  Im really keen to hear from anyone that makes use of this and as always I would be happy to come and visit your club to go through it with you also.
Give it a go and maybe use it to present to your committee to show what a great job you are doing in keeping all of your members safe!!
Follow this link to access it  Recreational-Club-Safeguarding-Self-Assessment-Report.pdf

LOW LEVEL CONCERNS REPORTING- SOME LOCAL EXAMPLES
As reported in my last newsletter I have seen an increase in reports of Low Level Concerns from our recreational clubs through this season.  This is a real positive as it shows openness and transparency on your parts in recreational cricket.  It shouldn’t be seen as ‘’telling tales’ its about creating a positive culture where we want to learn from minor issues.

As a reminder a Low Level Concern is a one about behaviour that doesn’t meet the threshold of causing harm but is against your club’s code of conduct or just behaviour that creates a nagging doubt or ‘unease’.  Often it involves inadvertent or thoughtless actions that cease when addressed but can in some circumstances be a pre-cursor for more serious abuse.  
The following are a few examples of Low Level Concerns I have had reported to me so far this season:
· Adult player buying an alcoholic drink for a junior in the local pub post match
· Junior player making open age debut has inadvertently walked in to changing room where adults were changing
· Overly aggressive ‘sledging’ by adult player towards several juniors during a match
· Junior player left alone at ground by coach after match when parents were late to collect them
Low-Level-Concerns-Guidance-Clubs.pdf
If you have something that you feel fits the criteria for a Low Level Concern then please contact me on email or phone so we can discuss.  This is about everyone being open and transparent in order to learn for the benefit of all.

NET SAFETY AND SUPERVISION
I am including this article as a result of a Low Level Concern raised by a Club Safeguarding Officer with me so it is a good example of shared learning and why we promote LLC reporting.

The CSO has contacted me concerned that the use of a mobile net at their club sessions was causing a risk as there was no consideration given to the area behind the bowlers where the ball was potentially being hit into.  Whilst this might seem an obvious risk to those using nets (mobile or fixed) consideration should also be given to the risk presented to other users of the area around it.  Please consider if this is a potential risk at your club’s outdoor practice sessions.

The other query they raised was having relevant supervision at net sessions where juniors are training with adults.  It should be best practice that when juniors are training with adults the same protocols apply as they would for a match with someone DBS checked present and appropriate supervision and guidance given to anyone new to nets to ensure the session is safe for all.  Again this might seem obvious to those experienced cricketers out there but is the sort of thing that can easily be forgotten about.

CONCUSSION IN RECREATIONAL CRICKET GUIDELINES
The ECB have recently refreshed the look of their concussion guidelines for recreational cricket, so I thought it was a good opportunity to share them as a reminder.
RECREATIONAL CRICKET CONCUSSION GUIDELINES

To clarify, there are no changes to the protocol around concussion management and return to play. The updates are purely cosmetic with a refreshed design to make the information clearer and more accessible.
The key points of these guidelines are still:
1. If in doubt, sit them out.
1. Anyone with a suspected concussion should be assessed by a Healthcare Professional (a doctor or by calling 111) within 24 hours.
1. There should be NO return to competitive cricket before 21 days following a concussion (including at least 14 days symptom free).
Please share with those relevant (coaches, captains, junior team managers, parents) in your club, perhaps have a printed copy available at your club??  We have seen two incidents in our pathway cricket in the past month of head injuries so a timely reminder for all as to how to deal with such occurrences.

INCLUSION IN RECREATIONAL CRICKET
As I said in my previous newsletter I now have the added responsibility of leading on ‘Inclusion’ for Cambridgeshire Cricket.  Inclusion is about making as many people as possible in our county say ‘cricket is a game for me!’ whether that be as a player, official, administrator or any other volunteer role.  The more people you can attract to your club in any capacity and whatever their background because it feels inclusive then the better that is for your club’s sustainability.

I am currently in the process of developing an Inclusion Workshop that I want to deliver to clubs.  I will be reaching out to clubs across the county soon looking to come and deliver the workshop during the Autumn once the season has finished.

Look out for comms on this but if you wish to register your interest and be involved then please discuss with your committee and email me.

THANKS FOR READING
Thanks for reading and please make sure you share the information I have given you with the relevant people at your club.  Dont forget that I am always willing to come and visit you at your clubs to watch some junior training, a match or even attend a committee meeting to talk about safeguarding so please invite me along by emailing safeguarding@cambscricket.org.uk
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Jamie Rice
Cambridgeshire Cricket
County Safeguarding & Inclusion Officer
safeguarding@cambscricket.org.uk
Safeguarding Concerns Number: 07537 830296


[image: ]

Link to the Cricket Regulator’s
Safeguarding pages
Cricket Regulator | Safeguarding
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