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SAFEGUARDING & INCLUSION MATTERS
April 2026
Ensuring cricket in Cambridgeshire is a 
welcoming, safe, inclusive and enjoyable sport for all.

NOT LONG NOW!
So as we finally reach April the season is nearly upon us with cricket starting for many of us this month, many of your clubs will have been doing some winter training and hopefully you will have been doing some preparation yourselves to make sure your club is ready for the season ahead in terms of safeguarding.

Much of my Winter has involved behind the scenes preparation work and in the past few months I have delivered Inclusion workshops to numerous clubs plus webinars for Club Safeguarding Officers (CSOs) and Safe Hands Workshops to train and refresh our CSO volunteers.

As always please take the time to read, digest and then
share the relevant messages with your committees and members.

This edition:
· [bookmark: _Hlk225849213]New ECB Safe Hands Policy
· Useful resources for the season ahead REMINDER
· Club Safeguarding Officer compliance
· Successful Spring 2026 Webinars for CSOs RECAP
· Low Level Concerns
· DBS update Service 
· Updates to the Safety in Cricket Regulations & Guidelines PLEASE SHARE
· First Aid training
· Thank you

	


UPDATED ECB SAFE HANDS POLICY 2026
The ECB released an updated version of their Safeguarding policy in March with the main change being that safeguarding of children and adults is now covered by just one overarching document, the new ECB Safe Hands policy can be found here:
ECB_SH_SafeHands_Policy_Doc_2026_March-2026.pdf

To work alongside this the ECB have also updated the Club Safeguarding Policy template as below:  
CLUB-SAFEGUARDING-POLICY-STATEMENT-TEMPLATE-MARCH-2026.DOCX

***Now is the perfect time to get your club’s policy updated and signed off by the committee ready for the season ahead using this template.***

USEFUL RESOURCES FOR THE SEASON AHEAD
This is a repeat reminder from January’s newsletter. The Recreational Club Safeguarding Assessment is a useful tool for you to use when assessing your club’s status with regards safeguarding.  It is a relatively simple checklist and enables you to action plan in order to embed safeguarding at your club.  By using this now it will help you plan what actions you need to complete through the off season to be ready next Summer.
Recreational-Club-Safeguarding-Self-Assessment-Report.pdf

The Safeguarding Training Matrix is a useful reference document that clarifies what roles at your club need what Safeguarding training and also who needs an ECB DBS check.
Safeguarding-Training-Matrix.pdf

These two documents are essential reading for ensuring your club is ready in safeguarding terms for the season ahead.

CLUB SAFEGUARDING OFFICER COMPLIANCE
Some CSOs out there are still not fully compliant in their role so as a reminder to be a fully compliant Club Safeguarding Officer you need to:
1. Attend an in person Safe Hands workshop every 3 years
2. Complete the new online SGL2 training every 3 years accessed through this link https://booking.ecb.co.uk/89PLAG  (or have completed the old SSR online training within the past 3 years)
3. Have a current ECB DBS check.
I have been contacting those of you who are not fully compliant to encourage you to complete what is needed.

SUCCESSFUL SPRING 2026 WEBINARS FOR CSOs
I ran two webinars last month for CSOs which proved really popular with 27 of you logging in across the two sessions.  I discussed the Club Self Assessment mentioned above as well as Low Level Concerns, DBS checks and the new Safety in Cricket regulations (see below).  Both sessions lasted around an hour and there was plenty of good discussion and questions.
For those unable to make the sessions below is a link to a recording of the first one if you want to watch and catch up.
CSO webinar-20260311_190124-Meeting Recording.mp4
LOW LEVEL CONCERNS REPORTING
As activity at clubs starts to increase as we approach the season it is timely to remind you all of Low Level Concerns (LLC) and the need for transparency and openness in the recreational game.

We are encouraging low-level reporting across our game to ensure poor practice and unacceptable behaviour is recorded and addressed at an early stage.  Low level does not mean it is insignificant just that it doesn’t meet the threshold for a referral to the Cricket Regulator.

The document in the link below explains on a page what a Low Level Concern is
Low-Level-Concerns-Guidance-Clubs.pdf

Here are some examples of LLCs we had reported in to us over the past year to give you an idea:
· Junior player making open age debut entered changing room whilst adults changing
· Umpire upset junior player through over officious language
· Aggressive behaviour by adult player towards a junior umpiring
· Unsafe outdoor net practice- no DBS adult present, poor organisation/discipline causing risk to public
· Coach left junior player alone at end of game before parents arrived to collect

Please email me with any incidents that you feel fit the definition of a LLC. If something doesn’t feel right to you then it probably isn’t so please talk to me.
Primarily this is about learning and preventing escalation not blame and sanctions.

DBS UPDATE SERVICE REMINDER
*****Please share with all of your club volunteers who need an ECB DBS*****

The process for renewing a DBS changed over a year ago and we are still seeing DBS checks expire because individuals are not following the correct process.  Please see below but in brief you need to look out for and action two emails for the re-check to happen.
Please note: Sometimes the emails go in to Junk folders.

What does an individual need to do?
1. Complete the annual status check questionnaire
via https://ecb.disclosures.co.uk/ - this request is emailed to the applicant from dbs@ecb.disclosures.co.uk - this request is sent 30 days prior to certificate renewal date in ECB Disclosures Portal.
The ECB pays for the DBS check for every volunteer in cricket, this email is to confirm that the individual is still involved in cricket and needs the DBS check.
2. Renew Subscription to DBS Update Service via https://secure.crbonline.gov.uk/crsc/subscriber - this request is emailed to the applicant by donotreply@dbs.gov.uk - this request is sent 28 days prior to subscription renewal date in DBS Update Service account.
This action is to confirm you give permission for your details to be checked again by Atlantic data who process the checks.

The following link describes the process in more detail and also has FAQs
ECB DBS Renewal Process – Safe Hands
UPDATES TO THE SAFETY IN CRICKET REGULATIONS & GUIDELINES
***NECK PROTECTORS, BALL THROWERS & BOWLING MACHINES***

I have left this article in from January’s newsletter to ensure this important update is received and passed on to coaches, junior players and parents.

The ECB circulated their updated Safety Regulations and Guidelines on 17th December and the below message from the ECB’s Safety in Cricket Officer highlights the main updates.
Please share with your club chair, coaches and junior sections.

The ECB was deeply saddened to learn about the death of a young cricketer in Australia in October 2025, who it is understood was struck in the neck from a ball delivered by a ball thrower (sometimes known as a ‘dog stick’). In light of this tragic event the ECB has reviewed its relevant safety regulations and policies, and is making the following updates: 

· All cricketers are strongly advised to wear neck protectors at all times that they are required or recommended to wear helmets.
· It is recommended that ball throwers and bowling machines are only operated by adults who are suitably experienced, competent, and familiar with their safe operation. Bowling machines and ball throwers should not be operated by U18s.
· New Safety Guidelines for Training Environments have been created. These cover:
· Safe set up and operation of net facilities
· Operation of bowling machines
· Use of ball throwers

The full updated Recreational Cricket Safety Regulations and new Safety Guidelines for Training Environments (found within the wider Recreational Cricket Safety Guidelines) can be viewed using the links below:
Recreational-Cricket-Safety-Guidelines-Dec-2025-Update.pdf
Recreational Cricket Safety Regulations_15.12.25

FIRST AID TRAINING
The ECB recommends as best practice that there is a trained First Aider at every game and training session at your club.  We ran our last 1st Aid training course in March and are now taking expressions of interest to run another.  If you or another member of your club wishes to be added to the list then please email neil.liversedge@cambscricket.org.uk 

THANKS FOR READING AND SHARING
As always thanks for reading and please share with relevant people at your club.
As a team we are here to help and support you and your clubs, please talk to us.

Don’t forget Im always keen to come and visit you to watch a junior session or match and talk about your club. 
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Link to the Cricket Regulator’s
Safeguarding pages
Cricket Regulator | Safeguarding
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Jamie Rice
Cambridgeshire Cricket
County Safeguarding & Inclusion Officer
safeguarding@cambscricket.org.uk
Safeguarding Concerns Number: 07537 830296
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